
 

REIGN FC EARNS 3-1 ROAD WIN OVER CHICAGO STARS FC 
ON SUNDAY AT MARTIN STADIUM 

Mercado records first career brace as Seattle moves into playoff position with two 
matches remaining in the regular season; Reign FC travels to face Utah Royals FC for 

final road match of the season on Friday, October 23 (6:30 p.m. PT / FOX 13+, NWSL+) 
 

For Immediate Release: October 18, 2026 
Contact: Ryan Perez (808-212-4018), Ellie Presnol (772-418-2325) 
 
EVANSTON, ILL. – Reign FC (13-11-4, 43 points) earned a 3-1 road victory over 
Chicago Stars FC (5-21-2, 17 points) on Sunday night at Martin Stadium, moving into 
the final playoff position with two matches remaining in the 2026 NWSL regular season. 
Maddie Mercado opened the scoring off an assist from Jess Fishlock to give Seattle a 
1-0 lead heading into halftime. Nerilia Mondesir doubled the lead in the 80th minute 
before Mercado added a third just four minutes later to secure her first career brace. 
Chicago pulled one back in the 90th minute through Simone Charley, but Seattle held 
on to secure all three points. 
 
Reign FC travels to face Utah Royals FC on Friday, October 23 (6:30 p.m. PT / FOX 
13+, NWSL+) for its final road match of the regular season. 
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PHOTOS – IMAGES FOR MEDIA USE 
  
VIDEO – MATCH HIGHLIGHTS 
  
VIDEO – HEAD COACH LAURA HARVEY POST-MATCH PRESS CONFERENCE 
  
VIDEO – RYANNE BROWN & MADDIE MERCADO POST-MATCH PRESS 
CONFERENCE 
  

https://app.box.com/s/ivn3pss9o1hk46hv1bln3xvwc0iu1kg5
https://nwslsoccer.scoreplay.io/link?id=385613&token=032d73bc-ecc7-4565-a6bf-63d0caad2f9a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTeoYbAolS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH9U3aum4Qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH9U3aum4Qc


MATCH NOTES 
 

• A NEW XI: Reign FC fielded its 22nd unique starting XI in 28 matches this 
season, continuing to showcase the club’s depth. Seattle made one change from 
its 1-0 loss to the North Carolina Courage on October 2, with Holly Ward starting 
in place of Maddie Dahlien, who was placed on the season-ending injury list over 
the weekend. 
 

• PLAYOFF PUSH: Tonight’s victory moves Reign FC into the eighth and final 
playoff position with two matches remaining in the 2026 NWSL regular season. 
Seattle now has 13 wins this season, marking the fourth time in club history the 
team has reached that total (2014, 2015, 2021, 2026). 
 

• JESS FISHLOCK: Jess Fishlock recorded her first assist of the season, setting 
up Maddie Mercado’s opening goal in the 38th minute. The 39-year-old now has 
31 career regular season assists, tied for third-most in NWSL history and the 
most by a player with a single club. Fishlock also moved into a tie with Christine 
Sinclair for sixth-most goal contributions in league history with 83 (52 goals, 31 
assists). 
 

• SOFIA HUERTA: Sofia Huerta assisted Nerilia Mondesir’s goal in the 80th 
minute, recording her fourth assist of the season to tie Maddie Dahlien and 
Ainsley McCammon for the team lead. The NWSL’s all-time assists leader 
extended her regular season record to 36 assists and now has 77 career goal 
contributions (41 goals, 36 assists), tied with Megan Rapinoe and Sophia Wilson 
for eighth-most in league history. 
 

• MADDIE MERCADO: Maddie Mercado recorded her first career brace, scoring 
once in each half to bring her season total to 10 goals. The third-year forward 
becomes the first Reign FC player to reach double-digit goals in a single season 
since Megan Rapinoe scored 12 in 2017. 
 

• SAM MEZA: Sam Meza made her 50th NWSL regular season appearance 
tonight. The third-year midfielder made her league debut in 2025, appearing in all 
26 matches last season and 24 of Seattle’s 28 matches this year. 

 
• NERILIA MONDESIR: Nerilia Mondesir scored her second goal of the season 

and third of her NWSL career in the 80th minute. Her last goal came in Seattle’s 
2-1 home victory over Racing Louisville FC on March 28. 
 

• BRITTANY RATCLIFFE: Brittany Ratcliffe made her 24th substitute appearance 
of the season, setting a new NWSL record for appearances off the bench in a 
single season. The veteran forward also assisted Maddie Mercado’s second goal 
of the night, recording her first assist with Reign FC and fourth of her NWSL 
career. 
 



• SERIES: With tonight’s result, Seattle now holds an all-time record of 13-12-10 
against Chicago Stars FC across all competitions. 
 

• UP NEXT: Reign FC (12-11-4, 40 points) travels to face Utah Royals FC (14-10-
4, 46 points) for its final road match of the 2026 regular season on Friday, 
October 23 (6:30 p.m. PT / FOX 13+, NWSL+). 
 

MATCH SUMMARY 
  
Seattle Reign FC 3 – Chicago Stars FC 1 
Sunday, October 18, 2026 
  
Venue: Martin Stadium 
Referee: Jeremy Scheer 
Assistants: Christian Little, Matt Trotter 
Fourth Official: Ryan Homik 
VAR: Abdou Ndiaye 
Attendance: 3,501 
Weather: 59 degrees and clear 
  
SCORING SUMMARY 
 
SEA – Maddie Mercado (Jess Fishlock) 38’ 
SEA – Nerilia Mondesir (Sofia Huerta) 80’ 
SEA – Maddie Mercado (Brittany Ratcliffe) 84’ 
CHI – Simone Charley (Maitane López) 90’ 
  
MISCONDUCT SUMMARY 
  
None 
  
LINEUPS & STATS 
  
Seattle Reign FC – Claudia Dickey; Sofia Huerta, Phoebe McClernon, Ryanne Brown 
(Madison Curry 74’), Jordyn Bugg; Jess Fishlock © (Sally Menti 86’), Ainsley 
McCammon, Sam Meza; Maddie Mercado (Angharad James-Turner 86’), Holly Ward 
(Brittany Ratcliffe 65’), Mia Fishel (Nerilia Mondesir 74’) 
  
Substitutes not used: Cassie Miller, Emeri Adames, Emily Mason, Shae Holmes 
  
Total shots: 18 
Shots on goal: 5 
Fouls: 6 
Offside: 5 
Corner-kicks: 2 
Saves: 0 



  
Chicago Stars FC – Halle Mackiewicz; Sam Staab, Nádia Gomes, Taylor Wood, Bea 
Franklin; Brianna Pinto (Elise Evans 90’), Emma Egizii (Simone Charley 60’), Tessa 
Dellarose; Jenna Bike (Michelle Alozie 60’), Mallory Swanson © (Anna Gasper 82’), 
Micayla Johnson (Maitane López 90’) 
  
Substitutes not used: Alyssa Naeher, Katie Atkinson, Oihanne Valdezate, Aaliyah 
Farmer 
 
Total shots: 7 
Shots on goal: 1 
Fouls: 10 
Offside: 0 
Corner-kicks: 1 
Saves: 2 
 
 

– REIGN FC – 
 

 


